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Ameindlments to the Claiinnis ^ * • 

1 . (Currently amended) In a distributed computing environment, a method 
for managing an electronic record for compliance with a pre-determined retention policy of 
an organization, the method comprising th e st e ps of : 

creating an electronic tag that uniquely identifies the electronic record, the electronic 
tag being associated with a minimum retention period for compliance with the pre- 
detemiined retention policy having at le ast on e f iel d for characteriz i ng th e r e cord : 

storing the at least one electronic tag in a central repository; 

sending the electronic record to a recipient; and 

denying a reguest to delete the electronic record before expiration of the minimum 
retention period associated with the electronic tag 
wh e r ei n: 

at l e ast ono of th e st e ps of cr e at i ng and storing e nsur e maint e nanc e of th e charact e r i z e d 
record for a min i mum t i me per i od bas e d on th e pr e dotorm i nod retention po l icy; and 
th e r e cipi e nt wi l l be unabl e to do l oto tho rocord from the centra l repository pr i or to tho ond 
of th e m i nimum t i m e p e riod e stab l ish e d by th e pred e t e rm i ned r e t e ntion policy . 

2. (Currently amended) The method of claim elam 1 , further comprising 
tho stop of purging tho o l octronic rocord compr i s i ng th e st e ps of deleting the electronic 
record and selectively deleting the at least one electronic tag. 



3. (Currently amended) The method of claim 1 , wh e r e in th e stor i ng step 
further comprising comprisos tho stop of storing the electronic record. 
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4. (Currently amended) The method of claim 1 , whoro i n tho send i ng stop 
further comprising compris e s th e st e p of s e l e ctiv e ly determining whether the request is 
consistent with the retention policy r e c i pi e nt may purgo th e e l e ctronic record . 

5. (Currently amended) The method of claim 1 , wherein the distributed 
computing environment comprises a computers having a registry and a user profile, 
wherein the creating step the electronic tag comprises th e st e ps of: 

ana l yzing a network usor*s workstation spec i fications; 
analyz i ng a network user's usor profilo; 
generating a reference code ^; and 

wherein the electronic tag is generated at least in part as a function of at least one 
of the registry, the from i nformation ana l yz e d in at le ast on e of th e n e twork us e r's 
workstation, th e n e twork user's user profile, and the reference code. 

6. (Currently amended) The method of claim 5 4-, wherein generating the 
reference code th e cr e ating st e p furth e r comprises th e st e ps of: 

reading the stored oloctronic tags; and 

g e n e rating a furth e r ele ctronic tag i n r e spons e to acc e ss i ng an electronic record. 

7. (Currently amended) The method of claim 5, wherein the g e n e rat i ng 
stop further reference code comprises a classification code and an index code tho stops of 
r e ad i ng tho oloctronic record . 
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8. (Currently amended) The method of claim 7 §, wherein the 
classification r e f e r e nc e code compr i s e s a class i f i cat i on cod e and an ind e x cod e is selected 
from a group comprising business email, personal email intramail, bulletin board . 
minutemaiL and purgemail . 

9. (Currently amended) The method of claim 7 8, wherein the index 
c l assification code identifies the contents of the electronic record and the recipient of the 
electronic record is s el ect e d from a group compris i ng busin e ss e ma il , p e rsona l e mai l , 
intramail, bu l l e t i n board, minutema il , and purg e ma il. 

1 0. (Currently amended) The method of claim 1 8, wherein creating the 
electronic tag comprises: 

reading a stored electronic tag: and 

generating an electronic tag in response to accessing an th e i nd e x cod e i d e nt i fi e s 
th e contents of tho oloctron i c record and tho roc i p i ont of the electronic record. 

1 1 . (Currently amended) The method of claim 1 , wherein the electronic 
record comprises is an email message. 

12. (Currently amended) The method of claim 1 , wherein the sending the 
electronic record step comprises th e steps of : 

reading the electronic tag; and 



Application No. 09/1 75,589 
Amendment dated December 22, 2003 



generating a new electronic tag at least in part as a function of bas e d on the read 
electronic tag, a computer registry, a user profile whoroin th e g e nerat i ng stop compr i coo 
tho stops of read i ng a n e twork us e r's workstation sp e cifications, read i ng a n e twork user's 
user prof il e , and gonorating a reference code, 

1 3. (Currently amended) In a distributed computing environment, an 
apparatus for managing an electronic record for compliance with a pre-determined 
retention policy of an organ i zation , the apparatus comprising: 

a computer system comprising at least one processor and at least one memory, the 
computer system being adapted and arranged to foff 

/ 

create cr e at i ng an electronic tag that uniquely identifies the electronic record, 
the electronic tag being associated with a minimum retention period for compliance with 
the retention policy having at le ast on e fi el d for charact e r i z i ng th e r e cord : 
storing the at least one electronic tag in a central repository; 
sending the electronic record to a recipient; and 

deny a reguest to delete the electronic record before expiration of the 
minimum retention period associated with the electronic tag 
wh e r ei n: 

at l east on e of tho stops of cr e at i ng and storing e nsure ma i ntenance of tho 
charactor i zod record for a m i n i mum time per i od based on tho pro determ i ned retent i on 
pol i cy; and 

tho roc i piont will b e unablo to do l oto tho rocord from tho centra l r e pository prior to 
tho end of tho m i nimum t i mo period establish e d by tho pr e d e t e rmined retention po l icy . 
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14. (Currently amended) The apparatus of claim 13, wherein the computer 
system is further adapted and arranged for purging the electronic record by deleting 
whoro i n tho computer system do l otos the electronic record and selectively deleting d e l e tes 
the at least one electronic tag. 

1 5. (Currently amended) The apparatus of claim 1 3, wherein the computer 
system is further adapted and arranged for selectively determining whether the reguest is 
consistent with the retention policy r e cip ie nt may purg e th e ele ctronic r e cord . 

1 6. (Currently amended) The apparatus of claim 1 3, wherein the distributed 
computing environment comprises a computers having a registry and a user profile, 
wherein the computer system is configured and arranged to for: 

anal yz i ng a n e twork us e r's workstation sp e c i fications; 
ana l yzing a network us e r's us e r profil e ; and 

generate g e n e rat i ng a reference code, wherein the electronic tag is generated at 
least in part as a function of from i nformation ana l yz e d i n at least one of the registn/ 
n e twork us e r's workstation , the n e twork us e r's user profile, and the reference code. 

17. (Currently amended) In a distributed computing environment, an article 
of manufacture for managing an electronic record for compliance with a pre-determined 
retention policy of an organ i zation , the article of manufacture compromising a computer- 
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readable storage medium having a computer program embodied therein that causes the 
computer network to p e rform tho stops of : 

create croating an electronic tag that identifies the electronic record, the electronic 
tag being associated with a minimum retention period for compliance with the retention 
policy hav i ng at le ast on e fi e ld for charact e r i zing th e r e cord : 

store storing the at le ast one electronic tag in a central repository; 

sendm§ the electronic record to a recipient; and 

deny a request to delete the electronic record before expiration of the minimum 
retention period associated with the electronic tag 
wh e r ei n: 

at l oast ono of tho steps of cr e ating and storing onsuro ma i ntenance of th e 
charact e riz e d r e cord for a m i n i mum tim e p e riod bas e d on th e pr e- d e t e rmin e d r e t e nt i on 
po li cy; and 

th e r e cip ie nt wi ll b e unab le to d ele t e th e r e cord from th e c e ntra l r e pos i tory pr i or to 
th e e nd of th e m i n i mum tim e p e r i od e stab li sh e d by th e pr e- d e t e rmin e d ret e nt i on pol i cy . 

1 8. (Currently amended) The article of claim 1 7, wherein the computer 
program further causes the computer network to purge compr i sing tho stop of purging the 
electronic record by comprising th e st e ps of deleting the electronic record and selectively 
deleting the at least one electronic tag. 
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1 9, (Currently amended) The article of claim 1 7, wherein the computer 
program further causes the computer network to store st or i ng st e p furth e r compr i s e s th e 
stop of stor i ng the electronic record. 

20, (Currently amended) The article of claim 17, wherein the computer 
program further causes the computer network to selectively determine s e nd i ng st e p furth e r 
compr i s e s th e step of soloct i vo l y dot e rmin i ng whether the reguest is consistent with the 
retention policy rocipiont may purgo tho oloctron i o rooord . 

21 , (Currently amended) The article of claim 1 7, wherein the distributed 
computing environment comprises a computers having a registry and a user profile, 
wherein the computer program further causes the computer network to oroat i ng stop 
compr i s e s th e st e ps of : 

ana l yz i ng a network us e r's workstat i on sp e cificat i ons; 
ana l yz i ng a n e twork us e r's us e r prof ile ; and 

generate generat i ng a reference code, wherein the electronic tag is generated at 
least in part as a function of at least one of the registry from information analyzed i n tho 
n e twork us e r's workstat i on , the n e twork us e r's user profile, and the reference code. 

22, (Currently amended) The article of claim 1 7, wherein the computer 
program further causes the computer network to cr e at i ng st e p furth e r compr i s e s th e st e ps 
Gf: 

read a reading tho stored electronic tags; and 
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generate g e n e rating a further electronic tag in response to accessing an electronic 
record. 



